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LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

5:30 p.m. 

LOCAL HISTORY ROOM 

PORTERVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 

AGENDA 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. ROLL CALL   

 

Ellen Nichols, Chair   (10/2012)  Joe Moreno  (10/2012) 

Mary Leavitt   (10/2012)  Allan Bailey  (10/2012) 

Rebecca Ybarra , Vice Chair (10/2013)  Catherine E. May (10/2013) 

 Stephanie Cortez  (10/2013) 

           

    

III. ORAL/WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC 

 

All items not scheduled should be addressed to the Library and Literacy Commission at this time during Oral 

Communications.  Anyone wishing to address the Library and Literacy Commission should state their name 

for the record.  In order to proceed in a timely manner, please limit the duration of your comments to three (3) 

minutes. 

 

IV. REPORTS 

 

This is the time for the Library and Literacy Commissioner’s to report on advocacy activities. 

 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Consent Calendar items are considered routine and informational in nature and will be enacted in one motion.  

There will be no separate discussion on these matters unless a request is made, in which event the item will be 

removed from the Consent Calendar. 

 

1. Library and Literacy Commission Minutes of November 8, 2011 

2. Monthly Highlights – information only 

3. Literacy Report – information only 

4. Second Floor Renovations – information only 

5. Mural – information only 

6. Annual Library Report – information only 

7. Measure H Fact Sheet – information only 

8. Commissioner Profiles – information only 

9. Announcements – information only 

 

VI. SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 

1. Annual California Library Association Conference – presentation by Commissioners 

2. 2012 Library and Literacy Commission Advocacy – discussion about action plan 

3. Library Facility – set date for study session  

 

VII. COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
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The Commissioners’ opportunity to comment on any item or issue that is under the purview of the Library 

and Literacy Commission that is not on the agenda. 

 

VIII. SCHEDULED ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

Agenda items for subsequent Commission meetings. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT -  to the meeting of Tuesday, January 10, 2012 at 5:30pm 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the California Ralph M. Brown Act, if you need special assistance to 

participate in this meeting, or to be able to access this agenda and documents in the agenda packet, please contact the Office of City 

Clerk at (559) 782-7464.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 

accessibility to this meeting and/or provision of an appropriate alternative format of the agenda and documents in the agenda packet. 

 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Library and Literacy Commission after distribution of the Agenda packet 

are available for public inspection during normal business hours at the Library, 41 West Thurman Avenue, Porterville, CA  93257. 
 

The mission of the Porterville Public Library is to be a visible learning center by providing literacy materials and 

services for all ages throughout our community for personal enrichment, the power of information, and the joy of 

reading. 
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LIBRARY AND LITERACY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011 

5:30 p.m. 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

1. Library and Literacy Commission Minutes 

 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 5:47 pm by Ellen Nichols, Chair. 

 

Roll Call:  Chair Nichols, Commissioner Leavitt, Commissioner May, Commissioner Cortez, Commissioner   

                  Moreno, Commissioner Bailey, and Commissioner Ybarra 

 

Also Present:  Vikki Cervantes, City Librarian; Anthony Arellano, Library Supervisor 

 

Oral/Written Communications from Public:  None 

 

Reports:  Commissioner Leavitt reported that she attended a City Council meeting where the Friends of the 

Library received a proclamation for National Friends of the Library Week.  She also attended a planning 

meeting for the California Library Association Conference.  Chair Nichols reported that she attended a Youth 

Commission meeting where she was asked to speak about the functions of the Library and Literacy 

Commission.  She also attended the First Friday Coffee event.  

 

Consent Calendar:  Chair Nichols removed item #10 – Mural; Commissioner Bailey removed item #8 – 

Library second floor renovation project.  Commissioner Leavitt motioned to approve items #1-7, 9, and 11.  

Commissioner Ybarra removed item #7 – 2012 Library and Literacy Commission Advocacy and amended the 

motion to approve items #1-6, 9, and 11.  Commissioner Moreno seconded and the motion passed. 

 Item #7 – 2012 Library and Literacy Commission Advocacy.  Commissioner Ybarra removed this item in 

order to receive an informational update from staff.  Ms. Cervantes reminded commissioners that staff 

provided a 2012 calendar of meeting schedules for City Council, the Parks and Leisure Services Commission, 

and the Youth Commission.  That document, together with the draft service club list, the Trustee Tool Kit for 

Library Leadership, and information gathered from the California Library Association Conference (to be 

presented at the December meeting), would be used to plan, schedule, and outline the Commission’s 

advocacy efforts for 2012. 

 Item #8 – Library second floor renovation project.  Commissioner Bailey removed this item in order to 

inquire about the project’s timeline.  The discussion led to other questions concerning the project:  will the 

walls be solid or partitions; who will have control over the room; will the public be able to reserve it and, if 

so, will there be a fee attached; have we considered the data on current fees and usage; what about large 

programs such as the summer reading events with 200 people?  The timeline has yet to be established, but a 

preliminary meeting with the assistant engineer indicates a 4-6 month time frame to develop the project plan.  

More information may be available by December’s meeting after another meeting with the engineering 

department.  The walls would be built as solid walls, except for the accordion style walls meant to retract in 

order to turn two or three of the meeting rooms into a larger meeting room.  The library would have control 

over the rooms and could reserve them for public and/or private use, preferably without a fee.  Both the fees 

and the usage were considered in staff’s report to City Council when they adopted the project.  Larger events 

would potentially be broken up into smaller, more frequent programming to be able to use other library space.  

A registration procedure may need to be implemented to control program size. 

 #10 – Mural.  Chair Nichols removed this item to question the quality of the proposed mural project.  The 

Commissioners shared concerns about the artists, the finished product, and connections to literacy within the 

artwork.  Chair Nichols tabled the item to be added to scheduled matters for the December meeting, 

requesting to have the City Librarian invite Mr. Medina to be available to answer questions. 

 

 

 



4 

 

 

Scheduled Matters:   

 

1. Library Facility 

Commissioner Leavitt motioned to begin advisory efforts, with discussion, after the California 

Library Association Conference and plan a workshop to tie together elements for a strategic plan.  

Commissioner May seconded and the motion passed.   

2. Annual Elections 

Commissioner Moreno motioned to continue with current officers.  Since the previous Vice Chair, 

Mr. Carter, is no longer a Commissioner, Commissioner Ybarra volunteered to take office as Vice 

Chair.  The motion passed by acclamation. 

3. Annual Library Report 

Staff was directed to create a sample report that would include the important elements identified by 

the Commission and to utilize similar content and format structure as reviewed in the sample reports 

from other library agencies.  When completed staff will present the draft sample report for review. 

4. Review current fees and collection procedure 

After discussion, Commissioner Leavitt motioned to support staff’s recommended changes in an 

agenda item to City Council.  Commissioner Bailey seconded and the motion passed. 

 

Comments from Commissioners:  None.  Ms. Cervantes announced that TUTOC will be meeting at 6 pm on 

December 17 at the Police Department. 

 

Scheduled Items for Future Meetings:  California Library Association Conference report, Advocacy, and the 

Mural Project. 

 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:33 pm. 

 

2. Monthly Highlights    
 

On November 3, 2011, staff participated in the 4
th
 Annual Project Homeless Connect Event. The Library had 

an informational booth and passed out Library service fliers.  There were a total of 259 books for both 

children and adults that were given to the Project Homeless participants. 

 

On November 4, 2011, staff held a First Friday Book Club. There were 5 participants. The group read The Art 

of Detection by Laurie R. King. Each participant shared their thoughts and gave their opinions on the book 

and its characters.   

 

On November 11- 13, Commissioners Catherine May, Mary Leavitt, Rebecca Ybarra and Library Assistant  

Sandi Farnsworth attended the Annual California Association Conference in Pasadena, CA.   

 

On November 15, 2011, the City Librarian provided a Library Presentation for the Noon Rotary of 

Porterville. 

 

On November 15, 2011, the Health Insurance Counseling & Advocacy Program staff made arrangements with 

the library to utilize the computer lab for Medicare Enrollment. Their clients were able to enroll for Medicare.  

 

On November 16, 2011, the Social Security Office staff made arrangements with the library to utilize the 

computer lab for online social security benefits enrollment.  

 

On November 18, 2011, staff conducted a library tour for the parents of preschoolers from a local Head Start 

program. There were 20 participants.  

 

On November 18, 19, 2011, staff participated in Blockbuster’s Grand Re-opening Event. The Library had an 

informational booth, passed out service fliers and gave away free books.  
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On November 22, 2011, staff held a special Thanksgiving story time. Staff read books, sang songs, and served 

refreshments.  There were 61 participants. 

 

On November 26, 2011, staff conducted two computer classes on “Introduction to Basic Computers”. 

 

Boppy Time for Babies: parents and their babies get to play and bond together. There were 18 participants. 

 

Story Times: preschoolers enjoy singing, dancing, and books. There were 283 participants. 

 

3. Literacy Report      

 

On November 18, 2011, staff held the Literacy Tea Time Book Club for adult literacy volunteers and learners. 

There were 4 participants. The group read a short story “Accent on Ability” by Richard B. Lyttle. Each 

participant shared their thoughts and gave their opinions on each character.   

 

Read to Succeed Stats: 1 Learner Assessment; 3 Tutor/Learner Matches 

 

Learners’ Achievement Corner 

 

 Santiago V. is utilizing the Ultimate Phonics computer software. Santiago’s tutor states that he is improving 

and has a better grasp of vowel sounds.  

 Juan A. comes into the library to work with the Rosetta Stone computer software at least three times 

a week. Juan’s tutor is very excited that he continues to make progress with his reading and 

comprehension skills.   

 
 Maria G. is getting ready to pass her Citizenship Test. Her Tutor states that she is remembering important 

historical events of America.  

 

4. Second Floor Renovations  

 

Staff will schedule a second meeting with the Assistant Engineer to further discuss the scope of work and 

project timeline.  This meeting will allow staff and the Assistant Engineer to create the project work plan.  

Staff anticipates the second meeting with the Assistant Engineer to take place before the next scheduled 

Library and Literacy Commission meeting. 

 

5. Mural  

 

The City Librarian received an email from Mr. Medina stating that he would have to withdraw the mural 

project at this time due to scheduling conflicts and commitment issues from the mural project team.  A copy 

of the email was sent to Commissioner Chair Nichols. 

 

6. Annual Library Report  

 

Staff will begin work on the sample report draft with the important elements that the Commission desires to 

be included.  Staff anticipates the sample report draft would be completed by the February meeting. 

 

7. Measure H Fact Sheet 

 

Staff is exploring the cost effectiveness and quality of in-house printing.  It is expected that the first printing 

will be completed within the next 30 days. 
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8. Commissioner Profiles 

 

Staff has received all the information for a Commissioner Profile website page to be completed.  The photos 

are being edited to create “READ” poster-style images for the website page.  The Commissioner Profile page 

will be ready to go live in January 2012. 

 

9. Announcements 

 Santa Program Schedule for December 14, December 19, and December 20 

 Sandi Farnsworth has joined the Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors  and will represent the Parks 

and Leisure Services Department 

 Patron Appreciation Day has been scheduled for Monday, December 19 

 Public Hearing for Library Fines and Collection Procedures has been scheduled for the City Council 

meeting on Tuesday, December 20 

 AB 1234 – the City Attorney will pick a date in January to facilitate this required ethics training.  

Staff will post an email announcement should scheduling take place before the next Library and 

Literacy Commission meeting. 

 Staff is utilizing QR Codes (Quick Response Codes) on program fliers.*defined simply as specific 

matrix bar codes that can be read by “QR Readers” (via devices like your smart phone) to quickly 

show you information about something, someone or somewhere. 

 Staff has added a “Library Value Calculator” to the Library Homepage. 

 

 

SCHEDULED MATTERS 

 

1. Annual California Library Association Conference  

 

Commissioners May, Leavitt, and Ybarra will share information about their California Library Association  

Conference participation held in Pasadena, November 11-13, with the other members of the Commission who 

did not attend.   

 

2. 2012 Library and Literacy Commission Advocacy 

 

Staff has provided a 2012 calendar of meeting schedules for City Council, the Parks & Leisure Commission, 

and the Youth Commission.  Information about local service clubs has also been shared.   

 

This an opportunity for the Commission to proactively brainstorm and outline their 2012 advocacy priorities 

as to create a structured outreach program for the Library and Literacy Commission. 

 

3.  Library Facility 

 

The Commission has determined that calendaring a Study Session would be beneficial to focus on the topic of 

a future library facility.  This study session would allow the Commission to bring all information and 

documentation that has been shared throughout the year into formation of a strategic work plan in preparation 

of moving any planning efforts forward for City Council Consideration. 

 

Staff recommends that the Commission set a date and time for a Library Facility Study Session and to direct 

staff to follow meeting notice procedures for set meeting. 

 

VII. COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS – comments on any items or issues not on the agenda 

 

VIII. SCHEDULE ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT – Adjourn the meeting 

 


